
Dracula venefica Luer & Escobar, sp. nov. 

A speciebus ceteris generis Draculae Luer pedunculo paucifloro 
suberecto foliis grandibus breviore, flore mediocri sepalis atropur
pureo guttatis intus breviter pubescentibus longicaudatisque, labello 
salmoneo parvo epichilio orbiculari denticulato hypochilio multima
jore cum base non-flexibili distinguitur. 

Plant medium in size to large, epiphytic, densely caespitose; roots 
coarse, fl exuous. Secondary stems channeled, unifoliate, 2.5 - 5 
cm long, enciosed by 2 - 3 loose, tubular sheaths. Leaf erect, thinly 
coriaceous, carinate dorsally, narrowly obovate, 18 - 28 cm long, 
2.3 - 3 cm wide, the apex acute, tridenticulate, gradually narrowed 
below into the conduplicate base. Inflorescence a successively 2 - to 
3-flowered raceme borne by a slender, erect or suberect, dark purple, 
several -bractecJ peduncle 10 - 11 cm long, fron anode low on the 
secondary stem; floral 10 mm long ; pedicel 10 - 15 mm long ; ovary 
deep purple, subverrucose, 6 mm long; sepals wide-spread, densely 
spotted and suffused with purple - black on white, shortly pubescent 
within, the hairs purple or white, the dorsal sepal ovate, 16 mm long, 
16 mm wide, connate to the lateral sepals for 5 mm to form a more or 
less fiat flower, the rounded apex contracted into a dark maroon, 
filiform tail ca. 5 cm long, the lateral sepals ovate, oblique, 20 mm 
long, 15 mm wide, connate 12 mm to form a broad, shallow mentum 
the subacute apices contracted into tails similar to that of the dorsal 
sepal; petais ivory, marked with purple-brown, oblong, 3 mm long, 
1.5 mm wide, the rounded apex bivalvate, verrucose, between the 
laminae; lip salmon-colored, spatulate, 8 mm long, 5 mm wide, the 
hypochile oblong, 2.5 mm long, 2.5 mm wide, with erect, obtuse, 
marginal angles, cleft centrally, the concave base adherent (not 
flexibily hinged ) to the column-foot, the epichile suborbicular with 
toothed, involute margins, the concavity trilamellate; column yellow
white, semiterete, 4 mm long with a thick foot equally long. 
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5 cm 

5 mm 

Dracula venefica Luer & Escobar, sp. nov. 
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Dr cul 

u r & cob ri p. n v. 

ETIM OLOG IA : De l latrn venefica, " una bru ja" en alusi6n a las 
pe ludas f lores de sobresa liente lengu a. 
ETYMOLOGY : From the Latin venefica "a 'J1Iitch ," in allusion to 
th hairy f low rs wi th a protrud ing tongue. 
T IPE: COLOMBIA; ANT IOQU IA: Munie. of Dabeiba, late 1.977, 
collector unknown, cul ivatcd by L. & J . Posada at Co lomborqu fdeas 
El Ret iro, . Escobar '1903 (H OLOTYPE : JAUM; H ISOTYP E: 
SE L), f low red in cult . 14 Jan. 1979, C. uer illustr . 3661. 

DISTR IBUT ION: Co lombia W tE' n Cordillcra . 

Las f lores d racu la venAfica se marchi tan r'lI icJ am nte euando sc 
xponen al aire ca li nt y seGO pe r se r CUI CI' Il r ron am nte cuan

do s d vu Iven a un am i nto f do y hürnc o. Aun CUilndo la base 
d 1 labolo apar ce idén ica a la d la mayor f ( 1 cspecies de Dra· 
cula con labelos flex ib l S, el labo lo do . vcnefica no es f lexible. 
50 r sai r igi amente de la f lor, stado lue solo se encuen t ra en 
otras pocas especies ( e. g. D. bellerophon Luer & Escobar y D. 
chimaera (R.ch b. ) Luer) . 
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The flowers of Dracula venefica wilt quickly when they are exposed 
to warm, dry air, and recover promptly when returned to a cool, 
moist evironment. Although the base of the lip appears identical to 
that of the majority of the species of Dracula with flexibily attaches 
lips, the 1 ip of D. venefica is not flexible . It stands stiffly out from 
the flower, a condition found in only a few other species (e.g. D 
bellerophon Luer & Escobar and D.chimaera (R chb.f .) Luer). 
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